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Annual  Report 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Ffestiniog  Urban  District  Council. 


I beg  to  submit  the  Annual  Health  Report  for  the  year  1952. 

Dr.  Capper,  the  County  undertook  the  duties  of  District  Med- 

ical Officer  following  the  resignation  of  Dr.  Evan  Williams  and  I wish  to  thank 
him  for  his  kind  assistance. 

There  was  a further  fall  in  population  (from  6,871  to  6,  787)  showing  the 
continuation  of  the  trend  shown  in  previous  years. 

The  total  number  of  live  births  was  80  (too  in  1951)  but  as  opposed  to 
this  the  number  of  deaths  was  lower  (105  as  agianst  137  in  1951). 

The  number  of  new  notifications  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  was  higher 
than  in  the  previous  year,  but  the  mortality  figure  was  halved. 

The  importance  of  early  diagnosis  in  the  prevention  of  spread  and  speed 
of  cure  in  Tuberculosis  is  underlined  and  in  this  connection  the  Mass  Radio- 
graphy Service  is  invaluable.  The  response  to  the  visit  of  this  unit  was  rather 
disappointing,  only  953  adults  presented  themselves  for  examination. 

There  was  an  epidemic  of  measles  during  the  year,  and  one  case  of  Polio 
myelitis  was  notified. 

No  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  notified  during  the  year,  although  this 
is  on  the  increase  throughout  the  county. 

The  general  standard  of  housing  in  the  district  is  low,  but  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  proposed  legislation  will  ameliorate  this  condition  in  the  way  of  providing 
for  slum  clearance,  repair  and  reconditioning. 

I wish  to  thank  the  Officers  of  the  Council  for  their  co-operation  in  the 
compilation  of  this  report. 


EVAN  RICHARDS,  M.R.C.S.,L.R.C.P.,D.P.H, 


GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

^SECTION  A. 

Area  of  the  Urban  District  in  acres  16,323 

Rateable  Vahie  ° ® 

Population  (Registrar  General’s  figures)  6,787 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  ;^86  19  6 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (According  to  the  Rate  Books) 

at  the  end  of  the  year  2,424 


COMPARABILITY  FACTORS 

Births  1 . 1 1 
Deaths  0.90 

VITAL  STATISTICS 


Nett  Births  (Live  and  Still)  82 

Births  (Live)  80 

Births  (Still)  2 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  11.79 

Live  Births. 

• M F 

Total  45  35 

Total  45  35 

Legitimate  45  30 

Illegitimate  — 5 


Illegitimate  Birth  Rate  (Percentage  of  Total  Live  Births)  6.25%. 
DEATHS. 

Total  Number  105. 

Males  52  Females  53 

Rate  per  1,000  population  15.47 
1951  figures  19.94 

Deaths  of  infants  under  One  Year. 


Total  3 

M F 

Total  I 2 

Legitimate i 2 

Illegitimate  — — 


Infant  Mortality  (Rate  per  i,ooo  Live  Births)  37.50 


1951  figures  30.00 
Deaths  of  Legitimate  Infants 

Mortality  (per  1,000  live  births)  37-5o 

Deaths  of  Illegitimate  Infants 

Mortality  (per  1,000  live  births)  Nil. 


Deaths  of  infants  under  Four  Weeks 

M 

Total  Nil 

Legitimate — 

Illegitimate  — 

Maternal  Mortality 

Deaths  connected  with  childbirth  and  pregnancy  Nil. 


Death  from  Cancer 

Total  18 

Rate  per  1,000  population  2.65 

Deaths  from  Tuberculosis 

Total  4 

Rate  per  1,000  population  0.59 


SECTION  B.  GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA 

(1)  Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority. 

One  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

One  Sanitary  Inspector. 

(2)  Laboratory  Facilities. 

Water  analysis  (Chemical)  carried  out  by  the  Pubhc  Analyst 
Chester. 

Water  (Bacteriological)  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health  Labor- 
atory, Conway. 

Milk  (Tests  for  cleanliness,  for  keeping  quality  and  for  tuberculosis) 
carried  out  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Conway. 

No  charge  is  made  on  the  Local  Authority  for  these  tests. 

(3)  Ambulance  Facilities. 

One  Ambulance  stationed  in  the  Urban  area. 

(4)  Infant  Welfare  Clinics. 

Held  on  the  2nd  and  4th  Tuesday  of  each  month  at  the  Bowydd 
Chapel  Vestry,  Blaenau  Ffestiniog. 


F 

2 

2 


(5)  Ante  Natal  Clinics. 

Held  every  two  weeks  at  the  Memorial  Hospital. 

(6)  Orthopaedic  Clinic. 

Held  every  two  weeks  at  the  Memorial  Hospital. 

(7)  Tuberculosis  Clinic 

Weekly  clinics  held  at  The  Clinic,  Wynne  Road. 

(8)  Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

Arranged  by  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Babies  and  young  children  are  immunised  at  the  Primary  Schools. 

(9)  Hospitals. 

One  fully  equipped  Hospital  in  the  area. 

(10)  Infectious  Diseases 

Total  number  of  Infectious  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis) 
notified  during  the  year  230 


Scarlet  Fever  2 

Bacillary  Dy.sentry  Nil 

Whooping  Cough  Nil 

Measles  226 

Infantile  Paralysis i 

Erysipelas  i 


TUBERCULOSIS 
New  Cases 


Pulmonary 

Total  23 

Males  15 

Females  8 

Non-Pulmonary 

Total  5 

Males  I 

Females  4 

Deaths 

Pulmonary 

Total  4 

Males  4 

Females  Nil 

Non-Pulmonary 

Total  Nil. 

NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY  DURING  1952  IN  AGE  GROUPS 


New  Cases  | Deaths 

Non-  I Non- 


Age  Periods 

Respiratory 

1 

Respiratory  | 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

1 

. 

M 1 

F 

M 1 

F 

M 1 

F 

M 1 

F 

1 

I 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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1 

^ 1 

I 

— 

I 

— 

— 
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— 

5- 

- 1 

I 

I 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

^5-  

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20 

I 

2 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25— 

1 

2 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

55— 

2 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65— 

— 

I 

— 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

75— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

TOTALS 

15 

8 

I 

4 

4 

— 

— 

— 

I Male  P.T.  aged  71  years  Not  Notified. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH,  1952. 


I M.  F. 

Tuberculosis  Pulmonary  4 — 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  — — 

Cancer  Stomach  5 3 

Cancer  Lung  ......  i — 

Cancer  Breast  — 2 

Cancer  Other  sites  2 5 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  10  22 

Coronary  diseases,  angina  9 3 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  — — 

Other  heart  diseases  3 4 

Other  circulatory  disease  — 2 

Influenza  — — 

Pneumonia  i — 

Bronchitis  i — 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 4 — 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  duodenum  — — 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  — — 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  i — 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  6 9 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  — — 

All  other  accidents  3 2 

Suicide  — — 

Diabetes  i — 

Congenital  Malformations  — i 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate  i — 


52  53 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT  1948 

One  case  was  removed  to  suitable  accommodation  under  Section  47  of  th^ 
above  Act. 


GENERAL 


Mass  Radiography  Service  ' 

The  Mass  Radiography  Unit  visited  the  Urban  area.  1294  persons  being 
X-rayed. 

I Under  | Over  | 


Centres 

15  Years 
1 

15  Years  | 

Total 

1 

M 1 

F 

M I 

F 

M 1 

F 

Tanygrisiau 

— 

— 

23 

57 

23 

57 

Blaenau  Ffestiniog 

163 

178 

294 

455 

457 

633 

Llan  Ffestiniog 

— 

— 

38 

86 

38 

86 

TOTAL 

163 

178 

355 

598 

518 

776 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES 


Housing  Act  1936 

Houses  demolished  Nil 

Houses  closed  in  pursuance  of  undertakings  by  owners  3 
Parts  of  Buildings  closed  (Sec.  12)  Nil 


Repairs  : Informal  Action. 

Houses  rendered  fit  as  a result  of  Informal  Action  un- 


der Public  Health  Acts  or  Housing  Acts 32 

(a)  Public  Health  Act  1936. 

Repairs  by  Owners  24 

By  Local  Authority  5 

(b)  Housing  Act  1936. 

Rendered  fit  after  Formal  Notice  (Sec.  9) 

(1)  By  Owners  i 

(2)  By  L. A.  in  default  2 


Water  Closets  repaired 

Water  Closets  and  drainage  to  replace  Pail  Closets 


27 

5 


Drainage  repairs  and  improvements  21 

Nuisances  caused  by  animals  Nil 

Smoke  nuisances  Nil 

Offensive  Trades  Nil 

Houses  Disinfected  or  Fumigated  15 

Houses  Disinfested  3 

Action  re  Tents,  Vans  2 

Cesspools  emptied 3 


Refuse  Removal. 

Collection  is  weekly  by  direct  labour  with  side-loading  vehicle,  employing 
one  driver  and  2 loaders,  except  in  the  village  of  Ffestiniog,  where  collection 
is  made  by  contract  labour  and  horse  and  cart  transport. 

During  the  year,  collection  was  extended  to  the  hamlet  of  Tanybwlch  and 
this  is  proceeding  satisfactorily. 

Night  Soil. 

Pails  are  emptied  weekly  and  this  entails  work  for  3 men  on  3 nights. 
During  the  year  there  were  5 conversions  to  Water  Closets. 

Housing 

The  Glasfryn  Housing  Scheme  of  59  houses  was  put  in  hand  during  the 
year. 


New  Buildings,  Extensions,  etc. 

56  Plans  and  Applications  were  submitted.  These  include  21  Miscellan- 
eous ; 2 in  respect  of  Signs  or  Advertisements  ; 9 concerning  farms  ; 3 new 
dwelling  units. 

1 5 improvements  to  dwelhngs  ; 6 garages. 

Building  Licenses 

12  Licences  were  issued  during  the  year  (expenditure  ,£6,770). 

WATER  SUPPLY 

The  district,  except  lor  some  farmhouses  and  isolated  properties  is  sup- 
plied from  Morwynion  Lake. 

Bacteriological  Examinations  of  the  Main  Supply  have  shown  it  to  be 
Ministry  of  Health  Classification  i . 

Chemical  Analyses  show  no  temporary  hardness,  but  a slight  trace  of  per- 
manent hardness.  It  has  a somewhat  corrosive  action  and  solvent  action  on 
bright  lead  and  other  metals. 

The  P.H.  Value  of  the  raw  water  varies  6.2  to  6.4  but  the  distributed 


supply  has  been  brought  up  to  P.H.  8.6.  For  this  purpose  a new  Soda  Ash 
plant  was  installed  and  the  lime-dosage  transferred  to  the  outlet  end  of  the 
filtration  plant. 

The  outgoing  supply  at  P.H.  8.6  is  to  be  brought  up  to  P.H.  9.6  to  counter- 
act acidity  regained  in  transit. 

The  supply  to  the  area  is  satisfactory  in  quality  and  quantity,  but  waste 
continues  exceptionally  high.  Deacon  Waste  Detector  Meters  have  been 
installed  and  systematic  zoning  and  inspection  is  being  organized. 

The  source  is  a natural  mountain  lake.  The  water  is  screened,  treated 
with  Soda  Ash  and  Alumina,  filtered  through  high  pressure  mechanical  filters 
followed  by  a lime  dosage  and  finally  chlorinated  before  distribution.  It  has 
a Chlorine  Residual  of  0.04  P.P.M.  half  hour  after  contact  and  Nil  Residual  in 
the  town. 


RAINFALL  1952 


Taken  9 a.m.  daily.  1ft.  abo-e  ground.  Funnel  diameter  — Sins. 

1.  Morwynidn  Lake.  (1320ft.  above  sea  level). 


Number  of  Days 

with 

Total 

Greatest  fall  in 

.01 

.04 

MONTH 

Depth 

24  hours 

or 

or 

more 

more 

Inches 

Inches 

Date 

January 

10.68 

1-75 

10 

24 

23 

February  | 

4.91 

2.65 

10 

13 

12 

March 

7.02 

1-75 

21 

18 

12 

April 

3-Qi 

1.03 

5 

16 

13 

May 

3-23 

0.75 

10 

15 

12 

June 

7-93 

2-57 

21 

16 

15 

July 

3-64 

0.65 

16 

14 

12 

August 

7-47 

0.98 

II 

21 

17 

September 

8.42 

1.80 

20 

21 

19 

October 

9.08 

1-35 

31 

20 

18 

November 

6.45 

152 

4 

22 

16 

December 

10.85 

152 

18 

26 

23 

Total 

8359 

226 

192 

2.— Manod  (713ft.). 


January 

ir.63 

I-5I 

13 

24 

22 

February 

4-47 

2.23 

10 

17 

13 

March 

7.76 

2.12 

21 

15 

12 

April 

3-49 

0.71 

5 & 2 

16 

13 

May 

3-55 

0.79 

10 

18 

15 

June 

8.43 

3-13 

21 

17 

16 

July 

2.90 

0.46 

16 

14 

13 

.\ugust 

6.23 

0.82 

I I 

21 

16 

September 

8.53 

1-50 

20 

22 

21 

October 

7.06 

1-05 

31 

22 

18 

November 

6.56 

1.72 

4 

23 

18 

December 

10.19 

1.41 

18 

25 

24 

Total 

80.80 

234 

201 

3. — Llan  (545ft.  approx.). 

January 

6-37 

1. 18 

10 

23 

21 

February 

319 

1-43 

10 

15 

13 

March 

3-25 

0.74 

2l 

15 

10 

.\pril 

2.35 

0.46 

5 

14 

9 

May 

2.92 

0.65 

10 

17 

13 

June 

6.48 

2.12 

21 

16 

ib 

July 

3-28 

0.71 

16 

16 

13 

August 

5.26 

1-05 

17 

16 

lO 

September 

5-55 

0.73 

20 

22 

19 

October 

6.32 

1-25 

31 

19 

18 

November 

5-03 

1-25 

4 

19 

14 

December 

7.91 

I. II 

22 

24 

24 

Total 

57-91 

216 

1 86 

FOOD 

Meat  Inspection. 


I 


1 Cattle 

1 Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Total 

1 

1 

Lambs 

1 Animals 

Number  Killed 

1 

396 

25 

2,948 

3.380 

Number  inspected 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3.380 

All  Diseases  except  Tuber- 

culosis  : 

Whole  Carcases  con. 
Carcases  of  which  some 

3 

— 

4 

— 

7 

part  or  organ  cond. 

97 

— 

31 

— 

128 

Percentage  of  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  Tu- 
berculosis 

25-2% 

1.18% 

4% 

Tuberculosis  only  : 

Whole  carcasses  con- 
demned 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

demned 

8 

— 



— 

8 

Percentage  of  N amb  or 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis 

2%  1 

- 1 

- ' 

18% 

0.29% 

Total  weight  c md.  in  lbs. 

1 

4.562 

Slaughtering  is  carried  out  at  the  Benar  \'ie'.v  Slaughterhouse,  which  is 
rented  from  the  owner  by  the  Ministry. 

From  a constructive  point  of  view,  the  premises  leave  much  to  be  desired, 
especially  with  regard  to  co  ding  space  ; slaughtering  is  carried  out  efficiently 
despite  the  circumstances. 

A total  of  3,380  animals  compares  with  2197  in  1951. 


OTHER  FOODS 


375  \ isits  \\  ere  ma  le  to  food  promises  and  the  f dl  r.ving  articles  condeunned 
as  unlit  : 


lbs 


Bacon  

Cheese  

Dried  Fruit  

Egg  Mixture 

Wet  Fish  


90 
I I 
1072 
28 
7 


Tins 

7b 


Tinned  Fish 


Fruit 1 71 

Ham 6 

Jam  ig 

Meat  Products 36 

Milk  9 

Soups  31 

Tomatoes  and  Juice  131 

Vegetables  86 


Milk  Samples. 

8 Non-graded  milk  samples  were  taken  for  Methylane  Blue  test  and  found 
satisfactory.  3 were  also  taken  for  Biological  Examination  with  good  results. 
12  Samples  of  Tuberculin  Tested  milk  proved  satisfactory. 

Ice  Cream. 

3 samples  taken  from  manufacturers  in  the  area  proved  satisfactory. 


FACTORIES  ACT  1937 


Prescribed  particulars  on  the  administration  of  the  Factories  Act  1937 

PART  1 OF  THE  ACT 

1.  INSPECTION  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  liealth  (including  in- 
spections made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors). 


Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

1 Number  ol 

Premises 

(i) 

1 Inspect- 
ions 

1 (3) 

Written 

notices 

(4) 

Occup- 
iers pro- 
sec uted 
1 (5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,2,3, 
4,  and  6 are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities 

29 

30 

Nil 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

32 

36 

Nil 

(hi)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section 
7 is  enforced  by  the  Local  Author- 
ity (excluding  out-workers’  prem- 
ises). 

2 

2 

Nil 

Total 

63 

68 

— 

— 

2 CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 


Number  of  cases  in  which 

defects  were  found  1 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which  pros- 
secutions 
were 

instituted 

(6) 

Paticulars 

(I) 

Found 

(2) 

Remed- 

ied 

(3) 

Ref( 
ToH.M.j 
In- 
spector 1 

(4) 

3rred 
By  H.M.  1 
In- 
spector 1 

(5)  1 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (Si) 

6 

6 







Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 



— 

— 

Unreasonable  temp.  (S3 

— 

— 

— 



— 

Inadequate  ventilation 
(S.4) 



_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6) 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Sanitary  Conv’ces  (S.7) 

(a)  insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  de- 

fective 

8 

8 

(c)  Not  separate  for 
sexes 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relatingto  Out- 
work) . 

Total 

14 

14 

— 

— 

— 

PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT 


There  are  no  Out-workers. 
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